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Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Deparfment  of  Agriculture 
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WITH ' TEE  RFD'S  IN  WASHINGTON 


For  the  real  big  piece  of  "inside"  news  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
this  week,  we  have  but  to  tell  you  about  the  visit  to  the  Department  —  and 
to  Washington  —  of  the  RFD's.     They,  along  with  the  farm  paper  editors  who 
were  here  coincidentally,  have  been  about  as  deep  into  the  "inside"  as  it's 
possible  to  get.    And,  certainly,  they've  been  the  news,  so  far  as  we  are 


You  can  see  who  was  here  from  the  enclosed  list. 


Brannan  Farm  Program: 

A  recurring  theme  through  the  3  days  was  Secretary  Brannan' s  proposed 
farm  program. 

The  Secretary  himself  *—  picking  up  from  BAS  Chief  Oris  Well's  round-up 
of  U.S.  agriculture's  present  status  and  future  outlook       went  into  consid- 
erable detail  about  his  proposals,  and  how  he  thinks  they  will  work.  That 
was  Monday  morning.    At  the  Monday/  noon  lunch  arranged,  by  NARFD  with  the  ma- 
jor farm  organizations,  spokesmen  for  the  host  organizations  gave  five-minute 
summaries  of  the  positions  of  their  respective  groups  on  Mr,  Brannan* s  pro- 
posals.   Aid  Yfesley  McCune,  executive  assistant  to-  Mr,  Brannan,  covered  pend- 
ing legislation. 

Going  from  there  to  the  "Hill,"  questioning  from  the  floor  (the  RFD's  on 
the  floor,  that  is)  opened  up  a  vigorous  discussion  among  memebers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  agricultural  committees  about  whether  the  Secretary  had  ade- 
quate authority  under  existing  law  to  do  the  things  he  proposed.  Batting 
that  question  back  and  forth  were  Senators  Aiken  and  Thye,  and  Congressmen 
Cooley,'  Pace,  Andresen,  Murray,  and  various  others. 

Back  down  at  the  Department  again,  Secretary  Brannan  shoved  aside  other 
appointments  for  a  question  period  (of  more  than  an  hour)  that  got  crowded 
out  of  the  morning  session.    The  questions  were  still  flying  when  we  had  to 
close  down  to  go  to  tho  evening  dinner  downtown* 

I  might  add  right  here  that  we  took  a  stenographic  record  of  the  question* 

and-answer  period  with  Secretary  Brannan,    We  hope  to  get  it  to  you, "  Let  me 

say,  too,  that,  in  the  May  issue  of  "Tho  Agricultural  Situation,"  Mr,  McCune, 
has  given  a  good  factual  presentation  of  the  proposed  program. 
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Visit  to  "White  House: 

Highlight  oh  the  list  of  specials  was  a  visit  at  the  "White  House  with 
Fresident  Truman.     In  the  course  of  a  brief  discussion  with  the  group,  the 
President  did  a  little  dissecting  of  the  5:30  a.m.  farm  program  to  which  he 
listens.    And  then  he  stepped  out  the  East  side  of  the  White  House  to  pose 
for  a  picture  with  the  RFDfs, 

Still  talking  about  the  specials,  we  were  guests  of  the  Dairy  Industry 
Committee  Monday  night  in  a  joint  dinner  for  the  RFD's  and  Farm  Paper  Edi- 
tors,   Administrator  Paul  Or.  Hoffman  of  the  Economic  Cooporation  Administra- 
tion highlighted  the  ERP  program  in  Europe, 

As  this  is  being  written,  the  group  is  uptown  at  a  luncheon  arranged  by 
the  Plant  Food  Council  which  winds  up  the  sossicD, 

Research  and  Other  Features: 

But  to  get  back  again  to  some  of  the  features  on  the  USDA  agenda,  we 
spent  all  day  Tuesday  at  the  National  Agricultural  Research  Center  at  Belts- 
Tills,.,, as  guests  of  the  research  bureaus.     Favored  by  a  sunshiny  day,  the 
scientists,  with  the  help  of  the  information  folks,  had  lined  up  a  program 
that    went  off  like  clock-work.    We're  enclosing  summaries  of  the  ground  they 
cove rod. 

On  the  international  side  of  agriculture,  Under  Secretary  Loveland  took 
us  behind  scenes  on  some  of  thn  negotiations  that  went  into  the  development 
of  the  proposed  International  ITheat  Agreement  —  now  ponding  before ' Congress. 
And  Dr.  ^oss  Moore,  of  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. ,,, J. Joe 
Reed  of  ECA.  ...and  Duncan  Wall  of  FAO  covered  what*s  happening  agriculturally 
around  the  world  and  technical  and  financial  aid  being  given  through  U.S.  and 
international  agencies. 

Our  Director  of  Information,  Keith  Himebaugh,  presided  over  a  quostion- 
and -answer  period  in  which  Bureau  information  men  answered  questions  about 
their  Bureau  activities. 

Topping  off  the  Wednesday  morning  (and  final)  USDA  session'were  Tom 
I-Toonc  and  Ilaynard  Speece  highlighting  some  of  our  TV  activities.   '  Part  of 
this  story  is  covered  in  the  enclosed  statement  on  visuals  for  TV. 

Pictures  Taken  at  the  White  House  : 

Any  of  you  who  were  not  at  the  luncheon  Wednesday  when  wc  passed  the 
picture  around  and  took  the  names  and  money  for  those  wanting  a  copy,  may 
still  get  one  by  sending  us  your  name  and  55^  to  cover  cost  and  mailing, 
CBS  is  ordering  a  few  extras  to  take  care  of  any  additional  requests. 


MAY  14  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

MZ  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour:  1) 'USDA 'Headlines,  with  Ken  Gapen;  2)  "On 
tho  Grasshopper  Front,"  with  Dr#  WtL.  Popham,  and  Dr.  Claude  Wakeland, 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine;  and  Don  Peach  of  KOA,  from 
Denver.    1:00  EST 

ABC  -  American  Fanner:  1)  Business  Side  of  Farming,  with  Dana  Reynolds;  2) 

"Black  Stem  Rust  of  Small  Grains"  with  Dr.  J.F.  Martin  and  L«K*  Wright, 
Burc au  o  f  Ent  omo 1 o  gy  and  Pla nt  Qua  ranti  ne •    1:30  EST 

CBS  -  Country  Journal:  1)  "Grasshopper  Campaign  Strategy,"  with  Dave  Hall  of 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine;  2)  "Homo  Freezers,"  with 
Lucilc  Holmes,  of  REA;  3)  "A  Country  Preacher  Doubles  in  Farm  Husbandry," 
with  Tod  Mangncr  from  KMOX  St,  Louis.    2:00  EST 


AND  NOW  OFF  TO  COLUMBUS 

With  the  wind-up  of  the  RFD  session  hero  today,  a' number  of  the  RFD'S-- 
and  several  Department  people  including  Maynard  Spcece,  Dana  Reynolds,  and 
I  from  our  shop        are  heading  for  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,     So,  until  we  get  back  next  week,  a  very  brief  RFD  Letter  to 
you. 


Cordial  ly, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass*t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enc losure  s : 

Attendance  at  Third  RFD  Meeting 

Some  Preliminary  Basic  Observations  on  Television  - 

Preparing  Visual  Aids 
Latest  on  DDT  and  Substitutes  -  Dr.  F.C,  Bishopp 
Grasshopper  Control  -  Dr.  W.L,  Popham 

Latest  Word  on  Weed  Control  «-  L.W.  Kephart  &  L.S,  Evans 

Now  Life  for  Pastures  -  J.B.  Shepherd  &  R.Ee  "fflagner 

Radioactive  Tracers  Show  Crop  Use  of  Phosphorus  -  Dr.  F.W.  Parker 

Swine  Breeding  Research  -  BAI 

Vitamin  B12  in  Feeds  -  BAI 

Better  Meat  Yields  by  Brooding  and  Selection  -  BAI 
Improvement  of  Sheep  Through  Effective  Breeding  Methods  -  BAI 
Hybrid  Livestock  Research  -  BAI 
The  Farm  Accident  Situation  in  1948  -  BAE 
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LETTER 

To 

Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  ©f  AgrieyJfyre 


May  13,  1949 

BIG  WHEAT  CROP  IB  PROSPECT 

You  noticed  from  BAE's  Tuesday's  Crop  Roport,  thr.t  wo  still  have  the 
biggest  acreage  of  winter  who  at  on  record. . .  .with  prospects  of  the  socona 
largest  crop  on  record. ...  second  only  to  the  1947  all-time  high.     The  fore- 
cast now  stands  at  1,021,000,000  bushels. 

From'  the  advance  estimates  of  the"  spring  crop  acreage,  just  averager 
vialds  of  spring  wheat, .along  with  the  winter  crop  in  prospect. .  ...would 
rive  a  total  cron  0f  1,312,000,000  bushels,    A  crop  that  size  would  run  a 
close  second  to  the  1947 'record  of  1,367,000,000.     The  economists  begin  to 
see  possibilities  of  a  carry-over  on  July  1,  1950  of  about  SOO^million  bu- 
shels.    That  would  be  more  than  double  the  average  carry-over  in  the  10  years 
before  the  war... .and  getting  pretty  close  to  the  all-time  record  carry-over 
of  631  million  in  1942. 

PM2   officials  say  that  the  tremendous  increase  in. the  Texas'  crop  — 
forecast  at  more  than  double  last  year  -  will  increase  the  storage • problem. 
Reports  still  come  in  of  additional  storage  built,  or  being  built,  in  Kansas. 

'  REFERENCE  ON  PRICE  PROGRAMS 

As  we  get  into  a  period  of  increasing  supplies  of  various  farm  products, 
more  and  more  questions  come  up  as  to  what  USDA  is  doing  —  and  can  do  — 
under  present  laws  to  deal  with  prices  and  supplies. 

PMA  has  just  come  out  with  an  excellent  reference  on  the  "Price  Programs 
of  the  United  States  Dcptartment  of  Agriculture,  1949."    We're-  enclosing^  a 
reference  copy  for  your  desk. 


3RANNAN  OUTLINES  CONSERVATION  STEPS 

Secrotarv  Brannan  outlined  to  the  National  Emergency  Conference  on  Re- 
sources here  this  week  some  things  needed  to  speed  up  conservation  work.  He 
urged  regulation  of  timber--,  cutting  and  a  forest  credit  system  to  avoid  a 
permanent  timber  shortage. ..  .a  price  supp.ort  system  to  encourage  livestock 
production  and  otherwise  consorvo  tho  soil, 


"POINT  4"  IN  ACTION 


From  hero  on,  you* 11  bo  hearing  more  and  more  about  "Point  4"  type  of 
aid  to  othor  countries ,,, .whether  it  be  USDA's  technical  collaboration  pro- 
gram in  Latin  America  and  elsewhere,  ECA's  technical  assistance  plan  in 
Western  Europe,  or  FAO's  world-wide-  activities. 

Secretary  Brannan's  statement  (enclosed)  this  week  to  the  Committee  for 
Economic  Development  gives  you  a  quick,  objective  story  of  just  what  "Point 
4"  aid  is  all  about. 


USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

Knoxvilic,  Tenn,  -  May  17-19  -  Frank  Teuton,  Bur,  of  Agr'l  &  Industrial  Chem, 
Eastern.  To nnc s s e o  Fa rmo r s 1  C onven t i on , 

Kansas  City,  Mo,  -  May  15-13  -  O.E.  Reed,  Chief,  Bur,  of  Dairy  Industry, 
American  Royal  Dairy  Cattle  Society, 

Chicago  -  May  19-20  -  G,F,  Geisslcr,  Manager,  and  J.F,  Thompson,  Northern 
Area  Director,  Fed,  Crop  Ins.  Corp,,  Regional  Mooting,    Contaot:  Harrison' 
Hotel, 

Memphis  -  May  23-24  -  Geisslcr  and  J.B,  Daniels,  Southern  Area  Director, 
Regional  Meeting,     Peabody  Hotel, 

Denver  -  May  26-27  -  Geisslcr  and  E.W.  Anderson,  Western  Area  Director, 
Regional  Meeting.     Shirley  Savory  Hotel. 

Jackson* s  Mill,  W.Va,  -  May  18  -  A, J,  Loveland,  Under  Secretary,  State-wide 
meeting  of  PMA  Committeemen, 

Raleigh,  H, C,  -  May  20  -  Loveland,  PMA  Committeemen  meeting, 

QUESTIONS  ON  BRANNAN  PROGRAM 

When  the  RFD*s  were  in  here  last  week,  wo  promised  them  some  further 
background  on  Secretary  Brannan's  proposed  price  support  program.    At  their 
request,  we  mailed  all  of  .you  a  set  of  questions  and  answers  this  wook.  You 
might  be  on  the  look-out  for  it.    And  while  we're  on  the  matter  of  price 
supports,  We've  enclosed  a  release  giving  the  facts  about  renewing  loans  on 
farm-stored  wheat,  oats,  and  barley. 

FATS  AND  OILS  PRICES  DOWN 

One  of  the  big  post-war  drops  in  prices  of  agricultural  products  has 
come  in  fats  and  oils,     BAE  reports'  in  the  "Fats  and  Oils  Situation,"  that 
•  ••••by  April  1949m, fats  and  oils  prices  had  dropped  4.0%  from  the  January 
1948  pcake     In  the  2  yoars  ended  March  1949,  crude  cottonaood  oil  droppod 
from  about  36/  to  about  11/, , . ^crudc  soybean  oil  from  about  34/  to  about  11/, 
*(por  ro leaser  May  27,) 


~  3  -  „ 

HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  THIS  WEEK*S  REPORTS 

Several  3AE  Situation  reports  out  this  week  give  cues  as  to  farm  trends 

ahead :  ........ 

Demand  and  Price 

Take  the  demand  for  farm  products,  for  example.     It*s  holding  at  a  high 
level.    But  it  *  s  showing  some  signs  of  weakening.     Here  are  straws  in  the 
wind.    After  allowing  for  seasonal  factors,  industrial  production  dropped  Z% 
in  March... .and  continued  to  drop  in  April.    Also,  fewer  civilians  were  em- 
ployed in  early  April  than  a  year  earlier.    And  salaries  and  wage  payments 
have  dropped  more  than  seasonally  since  November. 

Livestock  and  Meat 


Some  significant  trends  here,  too.     Through  the  rest  of  1949,  meat  pro- 
duction is  likely  to  run  ahead  of  the  same  months  a  year  ago.     As  a  result, 
prices  of  meat  animals  probably  will  drop  more  than  usual  during  the  spring 
and  early  summer.    Also,  they  probably  won't  recover  as  much  as  they  dfton  do 
in  midsummer. 

As  for  individual  commodities,  hog  prices  probably  will  drop  further. 
Prices  of  the  higher  grades  of  steers  also  may  reduce  slowly.     But  lamb  pri- 
ces arc  likely  to  stay  comparatively  higher  than  for  other  meat  animals. 

Feed 

In  planning  ahead,  hog  growers  and  other  stockmen  are  keeping  an  eye  on 
the  feed  -situation.    Well,  it  now  looks  as  if  we'll  carry  record  large  stocks 
of  feed  grains  into  1949-50.    As  an  indication,  the  U.S.  had  much  more  corn, 
oats,  and  barley  on  hand  April  1  than  in  any  previous  year.     Corn  stocks,  for 
example,  beat  any  previous  April  1  record  by  more  than  500  million  bushels. 
And  the  corn  carry-over  is  likely  to  top  the  previous  record  of  688  million 
bushels  in  1940. 

MAY  21  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Homo  Hour  --  1:00  EDT :     1)  USDA  Headlines,  Ken  Gapcn; 
2)  "1949  Forest  Fire  Prevention  Program,"  Chief  Lylc  Watts,  U#S.  For- 
*  est  Service;  3)  "American  Forest  Fire  Medal  Award  Winner." 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  --  1:30  EDT:     1)  Business  Side  of  Farming,  Dana  Rey- 
nolds; 2)  "Atomic  Energy  in  Study  of  Genetic  Changes  in  Hybrid  Corn," 
E.F.  Frolik,  University  of  Nebraska;  and  3)  "Seed  Corn  Situation,"  Ex- 
tension Editor  George  Round  of  Nebraska.  -  -  • 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EDT:     1)  "Crop  Conditions  Abroad," 
Nathan  Kocnig,  Assist,  to  the  Secretary  of  Agric.;  2)  "Science  Helps 
Fanners  Grow  Better,  Tpmatoe s ,"  Joe  Tonkin,  USDA;  3)  "Michigan's  Annual 
Tulip  Festival,"  Carl  Collin,  WKZO,  Kalamazoo;  4)  "Impressions  of  U.S. 
Agriculture,*'  C.K.C.  Beokom,  Netherlands;  5)  "Vocational  Opportunities 
in  Homo  Economics, ,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS  Home  Editor^ 


USDA  PERIODICAL  NOTES 


Agricultural  Situation 

Even  if  fsrmers  had  given  away  their  products  last  February,  consumers 
would  have  paid  as  much  for  them  as  before  the  war.    TOiich  is  a  BAE  econo- 
mists wav  of  calling  attention  to  the  increase  m  marketing  costs.     In  FOOD 
miCES  FALL;  SO  DOES  THE  FAKMER«S  SHARE  OF  THE  CONSULS  DOLLAR,  he  points 
out  that  last  July,  the  farmer  got  an  average  of  53^  out  of  every  dollar  the 
consumer  spent  for' food.    By  February,  his  share  was  St  less,  • 

Another  article  may  offer  background  for  features  for  cotton  and  wool 
growers.     It  reports,  for  example,  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  men 
Questioned  in  a  survey  preferred  cotton  shirts,  pajamas,  and  underwear  for 
year-rZd  use.     The  article  is  MEN'S  FIBER  PREFERENCES  IN  9  C-ARLTENTS. 

Foreign  Agriculture 

You  get  the  step-by-step  bargaining  that  vent  into  the  1949  IKIEffilATIOHAL 
WHEAT  AGREEISHT,  in  an  article  under  that  title  by  Secretary  Brannan.  The 
Secretary  thinks  that  if  the  agreement  goes  into  eifect,  it  will  be  a  real 
victory  for  wheat  farmers  and  wheat  consumers  in  all  the  participating  coun- 
tries."  . 

Throughout  much  of  the  post-war  world,  plans  for  recovery  of  agricul- 
ture....and  improvement  of  nutriti  on. . .  .have  centered  around  development  of 
prog;!;    similar  to  ours  for  carrying  new  agricultural  infection 
Los  to  fana  people.    Hext  week  (May  16-20),  a  conference  will_ be  held  here 
in  Washington  to  take  stock  of  these  programs  in  foreign  countries.    In  TO- 
TEkNATIOSAl  FEED  FOR  EXTEITSIOH  METHODS ,  Extension  Director  M.L.  Wilson  dis- 
cusses a  simlar  conference  in  1944,  and  the  wide  use  of  recommendations  it 

'made. 

U  S    peanut  growers,  cotton  growers,  and  other  farmers  who  produce  fats 
and  oil    har'thefr  eye  on  BRITAIN'S  AFRICAN  PEANUT  PROJECT „    England  always 
has  imported  most  of  her  fats  and  oils largely  from  Asia.    Since  the  war, 
ha!  had  to  seek  new  sources  of  supply.    And  she  has  had  to  curtail  buy- 
ing from  the  major  producing  countries  because  of  shortage  of  dollars.  Plans 
call  for  Britain  to  produce  about  one-third  of  her  fats  and  oils  by  1952-53 
"in  British  East  Africa.    The- project  has  had  serious  set-backs  because  of 
difficulty  getting  in  machinery,  the  tsetse  fly,  etc.     In  this  article,  a 
USDA  man  gives  a  first-hand  report  of  progress  and  prospects. 

Extension  Service  Review  •  ;  ' 

Do  rural  folks  really  need  recreation  councils,  and  trained  recreation 
leUder^or  are  these  just  new-fangled  ideas?    In  ™S  IH  MO- 
TION -  PAST  AND  PRESENT,  you  can  follow  rural  recreation  m  ^is  country 
through  the  barn-raising  and  husking-boe  stage.... to  the  P^5^,™^* 
•ward  recreation  centered  around  special  interest  groups. .. .and  the  need  lor 
leadership  and  coordination  of  these  activities.    ,  . 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS 


"Dairy  Cattle  Brooding  Exporiments  at  Boltsvillc"  —  were  started  in  1912. 
Average  butter fat  production  for  175  daughters  of  6  proved  Holstein  sires 
was  781  pounds. , . 0and  for  193  daughters  of  15  proved  Jersey  sires,  755  lbs. 
This  mimeograph  gives  the  records  of  daughters  of  various  individual  sires, 
BDIM-Inf-8.-'  .  • 

"Farm  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  of  Principal  Crops,  1947-48, 
by  States"  --  BAE.  Mimeograph, 

"Forage  Harvesting  Experiments  at  Beltsvillo,  Md9"  —  compares  handling  as 
wilted  silage, ,» .barn-dried  hay. ,., fie ld-cured  hay, „ , .rain-damaged  field- 
cured  hay.     It  goes  into  the  time  required. c , .the  leafiness, , e .protein  con- 
tent »,,, carotene  content , a , , general  feeding  value,  and  other  factors,  BDIM- 
1041. 

"Preliminary  Review  of  Buying  Cooperatives  in  10  European  Countries"  --  is 
a  report  of  an  RMA  project,  "Expanding  Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  Through 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Agricultural  Cooperative,"    Discusses  co-ops  in  various 
countries,  and  methods  of  handling  various  products. 

"Home  Vegetable  Gardening  in  the  Central  and  High  Plains  and  Mountain  Val- 
leys" —  Farmers*  Bulletin  No.  2000. 

FOREIGN  VISITORS 

Philadelphia,  Regional  Laboratory,  May  6 
Amherst,  State  Experiment  Station,  May  19 
Geneva,  State  Experiment  Station,  May  2  3 
Chicago ,  US DA  Meat  Inspection  Service,  May  31 -Juno  1 
Pullman,  State  Experiment  Station,  June  15 
Coryallis,  State  Experiment  Station,  June  27 
Albany,  Calif.,  Regional  Lo.boratory,  July  18 

State  Experiment  Stations  May- June: 

College  Station,  Texas  Ames 

St,  Paul  Urbana 

Madison  Lafayette 


Farmers  Home  Administration: 

Madison,  May  23-27 

Columbus ,  Ohio,  May  30 « June  3 

Philadelphia,  Univ0  of  Penn,  Veterinary  Medical  School, 

and  Phipps  Institute,  May  19-27 
New  Brunswick,  N»   J,,  Rutgers  University,   June  1-2 
Ithaca,  Cornell  University,  Juno  6-10 


Poul  Fr,  Jensen, 
Denmark 

Interest:  Food 


Dr.  Karl  Huni, 
Switzerland 

Interest:  Feed 

A,  Zayat 
Egypt 

Interest:  Economics 
and  Ext en  s  i on 

Dr.  Rolf  Svenkerud 
Norway 

Into  re  s  t :     Swi no , 
Poultry  Diseases 


-  6  - 

AMONG  OURSELVES 

Ro  Last  Vook* s  RFD  Session 

From  NARFD  Secrotary  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  in  New  York  comes  a  nice  letter 
on  behalf  of  MRFD  concerning  last  week's  RFD  session  hero  in  Washington,  He 
adds j  "I  trust  that  another  year  we  can  duplicate  this  affair.". 

I'd  like  to  say  for  everybody  from  Secrotary  Brannan  on  down  that  we 
were  indeed  happy  to  have  had  the  farm  broadcasters  here.    Many  Department 
people  commented  on  the  serious  way  they  "dug  into"  the  various  topics  on 
the  agenda.     The  latch-string,  of  courre,  is  always  out  to  the  RFDls, 


Radio  and  TV  at  Columbus 

Following  .last  week* s  RFD  session  here,  various  RFD's,  State  Extension 
people,  and  some  from  our  shop  went  on  to  Columbus  for  the  Institute  for 
Education  by  Radio,    Wo  expect  to  have  a  complete  report  for  you  soon  on 
tho  various  agricultural  sessions.     For  the  moment,  1*11  merely  say  that 
throughout  the  Institute s  interest  in  television  was  running  high, 

"Open  House"    at  Urban a,  111. 

A  growing  number  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  arc  holding  "open  houses"  for 
radio  and  other  information  media  folks.     One  of  tho  more  ambitious  sessions 
to  come  to  our  attention  is  scheduled  for  Urbana,  111,,   June  3  and  4,  Exten- 
sion Editor  Read  estimates  attendance  of  350  to  400  press  and  radio  people 
from  Illinois  alone ,,, 9with  a  goodly  number  of  out-of-staters  expected.  The 
county  agents  are  extending  the  invitations,  and  will  bring  their  local  radio 
and  newspaper  folks  to  the-  affair. 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapcn 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  &  Television 


Enclosures : 


T.I.P.  683  -  Price  Programs  of  the  U.S.  Dept.  ■ 

of  Agriculture  1949 
United  States  Agriculture  and  Point  Four  - 

Statement  by  Secretary  Brannan 
Farmers  Can  Ronew  Loans  on  Farm-Stored  Wheat, 

Oats,  Barley  -  PM£ 
The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  -  3A5 


to 


Rerorve 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  Si  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  20,  1949 

THE  FOOD  SITUATION  IN  REVIEW  ■ 

Three  BAE  Situation  reports  out  this  week  give  cues  as  to  whj 
on  food  supplies  and  prices. 


ancaa 


"The  National  Food  Situation"  says  we  ?11  have  more  pork,  "butter,  cheese, 
vegetable  oils,  and  corn  products  available  than  in  the  same  months  last 
year.    And  taking  the  over-all  prospects  for  the  dinner  table,  we'll  eat 
more  pork  and,  better " grades  of  beef, .but  loss  veal,  lamb  and  mutton,  and 
lower  grades  of  beef ,  "  "Tic- '11  also  likely  cat  more  turkey,  butter,  cheese^ 
and  evaporated  milk, ,. .but  slightly  less  fluid  milk  and  cream,  ice  cream, 
and  lard, 

How,  on  the  price  side,  "The  Marketing -and  Transportation  Situation" 
reports  that  the  retail "cost  of  farm  food  in  the  "market  basket"  turned  up- 
ward somewhat  in  March,,,, the  first  increase  since  the  start  of  the  decline 
in  July  '48..,, and  apparently  has  continued.     But,  estimates  April  15  indi- 
cate a  resumed  decline, ., .with  retail  food  prices  this  summer  expected  to 
average  below  last  summer. 


BRAMAK  DISCUSSES  HOUSING  PROGRAM 

At  a  conference  here  in  Washington  this  week,  Secretary  Brannan  dis- 
cussed the  proposed  Housing  Act  of  1949,    He  explained  that  the  proposed 
Act  covers  5  kinds  of  aid:     educational  and  technical;  credit  for  those  who 
can't  get  it  otherwise;  loans  to  enlarge  houses;  loans  for  making  houses 
temporarily  livable;  and  extension  of  any  public  housing  program  to  migra- 
tory farm  workers.    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a. copy  of  his  comments. 


•    .  FARM  INCOME  DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

For  the  first  5  months  of  »49,  farmers  took  in  about  §10  billion  in 
cash, ,,,or  slightly  less  than  the  same  months  last  year,  . 

The  BAE  "Farm  Income  Situation"  says  they  received  about  $60;3  billion 
for  livestock  and  products.... or  about  7%  under  the  same  period  in  '48.... 
and  about '7%  less  for  meat ? animals.    But  crop  receipts  were  up  slightly  from 
last  year. 
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HATCHERY  OUTPUT  TAPERS  OFF 

This  week's  BAE  Hatchery  Production  report  reveals  some  change  in  the 
poultry  outlook  over  a  month  or  so  ago.     Hatchings  got  off  to  a  big  start 
this  year.     The  January  hatch  ran  54%  above  January  '48.    But  after  that, 
the  increases  began  to  taper  off,   'February  hatchings  were' only  47%  above 
a  year  earlier. .  . .March  only  29%, ...and  now  April,  only  8%.. 

"While  it's  still  too  early  to  tell  definitely,  PMA  poultry  officials 
are  doing  their  advance  planning  on  the  tentative  assumption  that  this  may 
bo  a  year  of  an  "early  hatch,"    Also, "on  the  assumption  that  the  total  hatch" 
could  run  only  15%  above  last  year, , ..compared  with  the  25%  increase  to  date. 

Just  the  same,  hatchery  output  to  date  has  set  an  all-time  record.  And 
even  with  this  tapering  off,  the  potential  egg  layers  coming  off  the  hatch- 
ery assembly  lines  are  likely  to  pose  price,  and  price  support,  problems 
later  on. 

OH  THE  COMMODITY  FRONT 

PMA  bought  somewhat  less  butter  the  last  week  or  so, .. .indicating  the 
trade  is  thinking  more  strongly  of  storing  butter  for  marketing  this  fall. 
On  Sept,  1,  the  price  support  jumps  from  the  present  59/  to.  62/, 

But  potato  buying  continues  strong, , ..with  purchases  through  May  17  run- 
ning 75,824,331  cwt.  from  the  *48  crop., ..and  356,634  from  the  *49  crop. 

Meanwhile,  with  a  big  crop  of  wheat  coming  along,  PMA  is  negotiating 
with  Eastern  elevators  for  storage  of  xvheat  from.  Southwest  terminals.  ,  Ship- 
ments soon  will  be  under  way. 

The  International  Cotton  Advisory  Committee  meeting  in  Brussels  agreed 
to  cake  studies  to  advise  member  governments  on  how  to  1)  increase  cotton 
consumption  throughout  the  world,  and  2)  balance  production  and  consumption. 
Meanwhile,  OFAR  reports  that  the  world  cotton  crop  in  '48-49  exceeded  world 
consumption  for  the  first  time  since  World  War  II, 

USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

T ronton,  IT,  J.  -  May  21  -  A,  J.  Loveland,  Under  Secretary,  Farmers  Union. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  -  May  23  -  Dillard  3,  Lasseter,  Administrator,  Farmers  Homo 
Administration,  Meeting  of  State  officials.     Contact:     Lowell  C,  Carpenter, 
21  M,  10th  Street, 

Yfichita  -  May  24  -  Lasseter,  meeting  of  State  officials.     Contact:  Yfalton 
Dodge,  439  How  England  Building,  5th  &  Kansas  Ave,,  Topeka, 

Hot  Springs,  Ark,  -  May  26-28  -  Fred  J.  Rossi ter,  Associate  Director,,  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Rice  Millers1  Annual  Meeting,  Contact: 
Arlington  Hote 1 . 


BEHIND  THE  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  STORY 


This  week's  news  that  foot-and-mouth  disease  has  broken  out  again  near 
the  northern  quarantine  line  in  Mexico  is  a.  jolt  here,  of  course.     But  the 
US  DA.  officials  have  warned  all  along  that  this  type  of  thing  is  likely  to 
happen  with  this  tricky  diseases  Foot-and-mouth  has  a  habit  of  playing  *pos- 
sum  —  lying  quiet,  and  then  popping  up  unexpectedly. 

Here's  a  little  background  on  this  week's  announcement. 

'South  of  that  northern  quarantine-  line  is  a  belt  2-00  miles  wide,>»»or 
deep,  shall  we  say,  ,,,in  which  no  foot-and-mouth  cases  had  been  found  for 
30  days.    Naturally,  the  hope  was  to  keep  it  free.    Well,  this  fla,re-up 
represents  a  temporary  dashing  of  that  hope.     The  crews  down  there  have 
thrown  what 'they  think  is  an  impregnable  line  for  50  miles  around  the  new 
outbreak,. , .and  brought  up  a  powerful  task  forco  to  stamp  out  the . infection. 
But  they  can't  bo  entirely  certain  just  how  far  it  has  spread.  lioroovcr, 
with  this  attack  discovered  only  a  q^Iarter  of  a  mile  below  the  northern 
quarantine  line,  there's  always  the  possibility  it  may  have  crossed  the  line 
....and  that  the  line  might  have  to  be  moved" northward  again.     The  disease 
is  still  nearly  400  miles  away  from  the  tF0S0!,«$and  one  squall  outbreak  is 
minor  compared  with  the  widespread  infection  south  of  the  quarantine  line 
at  the  outset  of  the  campaign.     But  no  one  likes  to  lose  ground. 

One  other,  point-,     The  fact  that  the  now  infection  occurred  in  cattle 
that  had  been  vaccinated  accents  another  point  the  foot-and-mouth  men  have 
been  preaching;  namely ,  that  the  vaccine  gives  -good  protection  for  awhile, 
but  wears  off.    At  the  cutset,  the  veterinarians  figured  they  would  have  to 
re-vaccinate  every  6  months.     Then,  they  had  to  make  it  every  4  months.  The 
cattle  in  the  newly-infected  zone  were  just  coming  to  the  end  of  their  4 
months.     Possibly  they  were  exposed  to  a.  very  heavy  infection  that  broke  the 
protection.     But  this  experience  suggests  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  vac- 
cinate more  often, 

BRANNAN  TESTIFIES  ON  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

Secretary  Brannan  testified  this  week  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Committee  on  the  proposed  International  "Wheat  Agreement. 

By  v/ay  of  background  on  what  might  happen  to  U.S.  wheat  exports  without 
such"  an  agreement,  the  Secretary  dug  up  a  little  history.     Starting  with' 
1927,  our  exports  for  14  pre-war  years  ran  (in  millions 'of  bushels):  206, 
164,  153,  131,  136,  41,  37,  22,  16,  22,  107,  118,  54, .,  .winding  up  with"  41 
million  in  1940,      Currently,  we're  exporting  around  500  million  bushels  a 
year. 

* 

Mr.  Brannan  noted  the  resumption  of  the  pre-war  trend  toward  building 
up  uneconomic  production  in  foreign  countries  through  subsidies  and  other- 
wise.,,.and  to  the  cornering  of  markets  through  bi -lateral  agreements.  And 

without  the  wheat  agreement,,. , he  said  the  U, £ ,  would  lose  its  foreign 
market. 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  testimony. 


B  RAMAN  REdOMJ5ElDS  Mt S SOURI  VALLEY  PROGRAM 
(Release:    Thursday,  May  26) 

With  all  the  present  interest  and  talk  on  the  whole  subject  of  river 
valley  development,  wo  thought  you'd  like  to  see  the  enclo sod  summary  of 
Secretary  Brannan's  recommended  Missouri  River  Basin  Agricultural  Program. 

In  the  main,  the  program  is  to  be  carried  out  by  encouraging  farmers 
and  other  land  owners  to  greatly  increase  their  efforts  to  protect  their 
soil  from  erosion.     To  help  reimburse  them  in  part  for  the  initial  cost, 
the  Secretary  has  recommended  Federal  aid  of  $100  million  a  year. ,.. for  30 
years. • ..adding  up  to  more  than  $3  billion.     This  would  mean  about  doubling 
present  USDA  and  State  College  agricultural  programs  in  the  Basin-,  to  tie  in 
with  a' coordinated  valley  development  plan.    For  certain  activities,  of 
course,  the  increase  is  even  greater.     Take  forestry,  for  example.  Here, 
the  plan  calls  for  trebling  or  quadrupling  present  activity.    And  stabiliz-' 
ing  water  courses.    This  is  a  relatively  new' type  of  project  in  this  region, 
directed  toward  reducing  flood  damage.     Then,  of  course,  with  extension  of 
water  into  present  non-irrigated  areas,  a  great  deal  of  work  is  called  for 
to  make  the  transition  from  dryland  to  irrigation  farming. 

On  pp.  iv  and  v  you'll  find  a.  one-two-three  summary  of  the  proposed 
projects. 

You'll  note  that  the  Missouri. .. .involving  10  States»«.»drains  about 
one-sixth  cf  the  country.     The  Basin  has  about  one-fourth  of  the  country's 
agricultural  lands. 

This  study  was  requested  by  the  Missouri  Basin  Inter-Agency  Committee 
to  tie  in  with  the  Pick-Sloan  Plan  of  river-engineering  development. 

The  report  is  being  released  Thursday  p.m.,  Hay  26.    Copies  have  been 
given  conditionally  to  Congress,  by  request.     But  the  report  will  not  be 
officially  transmitted  until  after  it  has  cleared  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget, 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  any  of  you  who  are  interested  a  copy  of  the  full  and 
detailed  187-page  report, 

MAY  21  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EBT:    1)  USDA  Headlines,  Ken  Gapen 
2)  "1949  Maid  of  Cotton,"  from  Chicago. 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EBT:    1) 'Business  Side  of  Jkrming,  Dana 

Reynolds;  2)  "The  Honey  Bee  and  the  Farmer  --  and  Bee  Crosses,"  Ohio 
State  University. 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EBT':    1)  "The  Egg  Surplus  —  and 

What  to  Do  About' It,"  W.D.  Tormohlen,  USDA;  2)  "Meeting  the  Shortage 
of  Wheat  Storage,"  RPD  Phil  Evans,  KMBC ,  Kansas  City;  3)  "What  the 
Sheltcrbolts  Have  Done,"  Frank  Harper,  USDA;  4)  "School  Lunch.  Program 
in  Review,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS  Home  Editor;  5)  "Blind  Farmer  Turns 
Inventor  and  Mechanic,"  RFD  Stuart  Wilson,  WXBN,  Youngs  town. 
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Vffi'VE  GOT  A  (TV)  \BEAR  BY  THE  TAIL 

The  following  is  a  synthesis  of  conversations  Tom,  Maynard  and  I  had" 
with- RFD's  about  television  during  the  TiTashington  and  Columbus  meeting*... 
briefed,  of  course. 

Q.    What  is  television  like? 

A.     It's  like  having  a  bear  by  the  tail. 

Q.    I  suppose  a  trained  bear  would  be  good  talent  on  television? 

A.    Yes,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  animals  are  pretty  goodc     On  television  we 
think  that  animals  will  draw  almost  as  much  attention  as  people. 

Q.    Doesn't  television  cost  a  lot  of  money? 

A.    Yes,  but  if  you  were  buying  a  better  car  or  a  better  house,  you'd  expect 
to  pay  more  money  for  it.     In  terms  of  action  and  results,  television 
may  become  one  of  the  che ape  st '  mediums  that  we  have  ever  used.    And  there 
are  ways  of  holding  down  costs. 

Q.  It  would  be  a  big  service  to  us  if  you  folks  could  send  us  packaged  pro- 
grams for  use  on  television. 

A.    Well,  that's  true,  and  we'd  like  to  send  them  to  you,  but  we're  set  up 
on  on  expe rimental  basis,  not  as  a  service  operation.    Every  program  we 
produce  is  designed  to  toach  us  new  methods  or  techniques  or  to  test 
some  way  of  improving  programming. 

Q.    Aren't  you  testing  ways  and  means  of  packaging  television  shews?  , 

A.    Yes,  and  what  we  find  out  can  be  used  later  for  service  programs  such 
as  you  have  mentioned  for  use  in  the  field. 

Q.    Do' you  have  any  method  besides  films  for  packaging  programs? 

A,    Oh,  sure,  we're  testing  'slide  films,  slide  sets,  and  still  pictures, 
and  there  my  be  other  ways  of  preparing  packages  as  well. 

Q.    What  kind  of  shows  have  you  been  working  with? 

A.    Mostly  general  audience  or  consumer  because  at  present  we're  interested 
primarily  in  the  marketing  field  of  information  and  the  people  who  use 
farm  products, 

Q.  With  all  of  this  talk  about  Secrotary  Brannan's  new  farm  program  and  the 
danger  of  surpluses  of  various  kinds,  maybe  we  should  all  do  more  on  the 
maiketLng,  grading,  distribution  side  of  the  picture. 

A.     That's  right.     On  television,  of  course,  most  of  the  sets  now  are  in 
urban  areas  and  that  gives  you  a.. consumer  audience  to  begin  with. 


WE *  VE  GOT  A  (TV)  BEAR  BY  THE  TAIL  (COKTtD) 


Q#    You  mentioned  slide  films  as  a  method  of  packaging  television  shows. 
It  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  you  could  get  a  very  long  program  on  one  of 
those  small  strips. 

Am    We  figure  we  can  get  a  good  short  program  up  to  about  5  minutes  or  so 

by  using  roughly  three  times  as  many  pictures  as  our  regular  slide  films 
have  today.    More  frames  give  more  motion. 

Q,     It  would  be  fairly  cheap  and  easy  to  handle  and  ship  around  all  right 
and  I  could  do  the  narration  myself,  or  even  build  a  show  around  it. 

A.     That's  right,  slide  films  have  several  advantages.     For  example,  there 
is  loss  chance  of  jamming  and  the  pictures  can't  get  out  of  order;  they 
arc  smoother  in  movement  from  one  frame  to  another. 

Q«     Do  you  use  single  or  double  frame  film  strips? 

A.    We  think  the  double  frame  is  best  because  of  the  four  to  three  aspect 
ratio  of  the  camera. 

Q.     Can  all  of  the  stations  use  them? 

A.    Not  now,  but  the  projection  equipment  is  fairly  cheap. 

•  SWEETPOTATO  SUPPORT  AM0U1TCED 

About  that  story  this  week  on  sweet potato  price  supports  — 

BAE's  "Intentions  to  Plant"  report  this  spring  indicated  farmers  would 
plant  a  small  acreage  this  year  —  perhaps  the  smallest  in  50  years.  Some 
say  because  of  the  big  hand  labor  requirements  for  sweetpotatdes, .  ..  others 
say  because  sweetpotatoes  aren't  as  profitable  as  other  crops,  Whatever 
the  reason,  it  looks  at  the  moment  as  if  there  would  not  be  much  need  for 
support  operations,  except  right  at  harvest  time, .. .espe ci ally  in  those 
areas  that  market  most  of  their  crop  right  after  harvest.    But,  of  course, 
sweetpotatoe s  are  among  the  Stegall  commodities  for  which  support  is  man- 
datory to  January  1  (at  SO-SO;^  of  parity) ...  .and  after  that  permissive  (at 
not  to  exceed  90%),     The  newly-announced  support  program  starts  Sept.  1, 
and  runs  through  the  marketing  season. 

Local  ACP  committeemen  villi  have  the  details  on  the  support  program. 


FOREIGN  VISITORS 

Sr.  Bon  Osvaldo  Barraza  Q.  ITev.r  York,  Rockefeller  Foundation,  May  23-25 

Director  General  Hew  York,  Agr'l  Extension  Office,  May  26-27 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  Madi son.  Forest  Products  Laboratory,  May  31 

Chile  Madison,  Agr'l  Expt.  Station,  June  1-3 

Sac rame'nt o -Da vi s ,  Agr'l  Expt.  Station, June  13 
Berkeley,  Agr'l  Ext.  Service,  June  14-15 
San  Francisco,  Nat'l  Park  Service,  June  17 
Los  Angeles,  SCS,  Imperial  Valley,  June  23-24 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Prexy  Kadderly  Comments  on  RFD  Session 

From  NARFD  Prexy  Vfell ace  Kadderly  of  KGW,  Portland,  Oreg.,  this  com- 
ment about  the  recent  RFD  gathering  here : 

"It  was  a  thoroughly  worthwhile  meeting.    And  I  want  you  to  know  that 
personally  and  officially  (as  NARFD  president)  I  feel  that  way  about  .it, 
I . have  always  felt  that  the  USDA  has  a' great  deal  to  offer  farm  broadcast- 
ing and  radio  farm  directors.     In  fact,  RFD* s  can't  do  a  complete  job  with- 
out information  and  other  services  from  the  USDA," 


Editors1  Advisory  Committee  Recommend s 

A' contingent  of  the  Land  C-rant  College  editors  have  just  been  to  Wash- 
ington. t##in  their  annual  visit  to  bring  some  of  the  fresh  air  of  the  hin- 
terland into  the  cloistered  halls  of  USDA.     Or  more  specifically,  they  .have 
framed  the  "Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Extension  Editor  Advisory  Committee, 
1948-49." 

Out  of  a  long  list  of  recommendations  to  USDA  and  Land  Grant  Colleges 
on  their  information  operations,  one  deals  specifically  with  radio  and 
television: 

(a)  A  practical  method  of  television  training  should  be  provided^  We 
suggest  that  a  series  of  regional  television  t raining  programs "be  organized 
by  the  Extension  Service  and  the  Radio  and  Television  Service. ,, „A  study  of 
the  effect  of  television  on  standard  radio  broadcasting  could  be  included. 

(t)  We  endorse  the  proposed  program  of  the  Federal  Extension  staff  to 
publish  a  "series  of  short  illustrated  leaflets  giving  information  covering 
different  phases  of  using  radio  and  television  in  Extension  work. 

So  saith  Committee  Chairman  Earl  Richardson  of  Michigan  State..,. 
Jack  Flowers  of  Mississippi  State. ... Rex  Brown  of  Colorado  A  &  M. ...Art 
Duffee  of  University  of  Maryland, I ,. Jack  Lafferty  of  University  of  Delaware 
•  •  •  •  J.  E.  McClintock  of  Ohio  State.,,. and  R»D.  Michael  of  Virginia  Polytech- 
nic. 

Order  Your  4-H  Camp  Transcriptions 

Once  again  the  Radio  Committee,  at  4-H  Camp,  June  15  to  22,  will  be 
able  to  supply  you  with  transcribed  interviews  with  delegates  while  camp 
is  under  way  here  in  Yfashington,    As  in  the  past,  the  transcriptions  will 
be  made  by  the  U.S.  Recording  Company,  will  be  mailed  by  them  and  billed 
by  them  direct.    Cost  will  be  £4.50  for  one  side  of  a  twelve-inch  disc. 
Jack  Spaven  of  Vermont  and  Joe  Tonkin  will  be  available  to  voice  inter- 
views, or  you  can  have  your  State  folks  do  the  talking  if  you  make  the  ar- 
rangements with  them.     Send  your  order  to  Joe  Tonkin,  Division  of  Extension 
Information,  USDA,  and  be  sure  to  contact  your  Extension  Editor,  or  STATE 
4-H  LEADER  before  he  leaves  for  Washington  so  ho  will  have  your  recording 
in  his  State  delegation  schedule.     See  enclosed  Fact  Sheet  on  Camp. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

Purdue  to  Play  Host  to  RFD's 

Purdue  University  is  playing  host  to  Indiana  RFD*s  at  Lafayette,  Fri- 
day and  Saturday,  May  27  and  28. 

Extension  Radio  Editor  Harry  Leckrone  cays  the  Friday  afternoon  session 
includes  a  question  and  answer  session  "with  Extension  specialists.    A  ban- 
quet Friday  night.    And  Saturday  morning  a  tour  of  the  campus  and  farms. 


Down  Texas  way,  RFD  Layne  Beaty  of  WBAP-TV,  Fort  Worth,  is  doing  a  TV 
gardening  show  with  the  local  county  agricultural  and  home  demonstration 
agents.     "Gardening  Can  Be  Fun"  is  the  name  of  the  regular  Wednesday  night 
spot.   "Those  gardeners  of  the  TV  screen  prepare  garden  plots  right  on  the 
sot..;. and  demonstrate  planting,  pruning,  spraying,  and  fertilizing  fruit 
trees,  etc. 

Acting  Extension  Director  Prewit  writes  Federal  Extension  Director 
Wilson  that  "We  have  pitched  our  subject  matter  to  city  viewers,  and  we  do 
receive  considerable  mail  from  Dallas,  Fort  Worth,  and  other  towns.     It  was 
quite  revealing,  also,  to  receive  dozens  of  letters  from  rural  addresses-. n 

The  agents  say  they're  getting  three  times  as  many  requests  for'bulle- 
tins  and  information  since  they  started  the  TV  series.    And  they  add,  "Tele- 
vision has  radio  beat  a  mile  in  putting  over  extension  work," 

Boston  Conference  for  British  Youth,  May  24 

A  press  and  radio  conference  is  being  held  in  Boston,  May  24  for  the 
12  UK  farm  youth  coming  to  this  country  under  the  International  Farm  Youth 
Exchange  Project,     Extension  Editor  George  Van  Horn  of  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  has  reserved  rooms  for  transcriptions  and  tape  recordings. 
Time:     9  to  11  a.m.     Place:    Copley  Square  Hotel, 


T exas  TV  Gardeni ng 


Cordial ly, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  &  Television 


Enclosures : 


19th  National  4-H  Club  Camp 

Missouri  River  Basin  Agricultural  Program 


JUN.8  1949 


ULTURE 


Reserve 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  27,  1949 


HOW  MUCH  FOOD  WILL  EUROPE  WANT? 

How  much  groin  and  certain  other  products  wc  ship  to  Europe  this  coming 
year  hinges  considerably  on  Europe1 s  crop  weather* 

Early  this  spring- -a  bad  drought  condition  was  developing  in  parts  of 
Europe,     The  enclosed  press  release  brings  you  up-to-date  on  weather  and 
crops.    You'll  also  note  the  prospect  of  a  decline  in  total  breadgrain  acre- 
age,., .while  coarse  groin  acreage  may  increase.     Several  countries  report 
some  increase  in  acreage  of  oilseed  crops, .with  slight  winter  damage. 


FLAN  RECORDINGS  FROM  4-H  YOUTH  OVERSEAS 

I  feel  quite  safe  in  saying  that  ,  ,  e  somehow  •   »   •  we're  going  to 
have  for  you  a  deal  similar  to  last  year  for  furnishing  you  transcriptions 
from  overseas  with  4-H  Club  members  from  your  locality  going  abroad  under 
the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project,     Several  times,  we've  thought 
the  deal  was  clinched, '  But  again  •  •  ,  the  latest  being  a  few  minutes  ago 
this  late  Friday  p,m,   a  .  0  it  was  up  in  the  air  again0     By  next  week,  wc 
hope  to  give  you  specific  details. 

Meanwhile,  if  you  haven't  already  done  so,  you  my  want  to  get  in  touch 
with  members  in  your  locality  to  prime  them  on  types  of  information  of  inter- 
est to  you. 


MARKET"' NG  BETTER  PRODUCTS  AT  LOWER  COST 

With  U, S,  farming  moving  out  of  the  wartime  period  of  big  demand  and 
high  prices  for  farm  products,  farmers  arc  getting  more  interested  in  ways 
to  distribute  those  products  more  efficiently  so  more  people  can  enjoy  them, 

E,A,  M-.yer,  Administrator  of  USDA's  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  cites 
progress  under  RMA.  projects  in  finding  ways  to  deliver  better  products  at  ■ 
lower  costs  in  the  enclosed  address,     Note  in  particular  pages  3  and  4.. for 
the  stories  on  farm-to-rctail  margins, studies  to  cut  costs  on  handling 
foods , 3 . .dietary  studios  looking  to  better  diots ,,, .and  related  projects. 


OK  THE  COMMODITY  FRONT 


Hog  prices  have  strengthened  considerably  since  the  low  point  in  late 
Aprile     PLK.  reports  that,  from  $17.72  a  hundred  for  the  week  ended  April  30, 
the  average  price  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  has  risen  steadily.... 
and,  for  the  week  ended  May  21  was  018,83,     Further  substantial  advances  oc- 
curred during  the  week  ended  May  28.     This  is  a  margin  of  more  than  C?2,50 
above  the  average  support  price  of  $16c25  for  good  and  choice  barrow  and 
gilt  butcher  hogs  at  Chicago  for  this  period.    At  the  low  pointy  the  over- 
age was  only  about  $1*25  above  the  average  support  level  at  Chicago, 

Old  crop  loan  wheat  shipments  are  increasing,  as  the  new  crop  wheat 
harvest  gets  under  way.    Although  the  railroads  have  established  a  store  of 
empty  boxcars  in  the  West  and  'Southwest,  difficulties  arc  expected  in  mov- 
ing all  grain. 

The  port  of  Galveston  has  accumulated  around  2,000  cars  of  grain  wait- 
ing to  unload.     This  is  not  serious,  but  could  become  so  in  a  short  timo2 
Because  of  possible  early  congestion  of  grain  terminals^,  the  railroads  have 
announced  that  Jure  1,  embargoes  will  be  placed  against  shipment  of  grain 
for  storage  at  interior  markets  in  the  Southwest,  unless  storage  arrange- 
ments are  made  previously.     Gulf  ports  ar^  excepted  from  the  embargo. 


WHEAT  MOSAIC  DANGER  EXAGGERATED 

The  wheat  mosaic  that  splashed  into  the  national  news  this  week  is  a 
serious  problem  on  some  farms,  of  course, „ ,but  has  been  considerably  over- 
rated in  over-all  significance, 

Torso  problem  is  in  we'stcrn  Kansas,     The  mosaic  also  has  hit  some  coun- 
ties   in  eastern  Colorado,  western  Nebraska,  and  Missouri,     No  one  expects 
it.  to  spread  much  further  this  season.     Folks  here  are  waiting  with  interest 
to  sec  how  much  the  damage  shows  up  in  the  June  10  crop  report.  Meanwhile, 
they  think  some  of  the  statements  about  losses  have  been  considerably  exag- 
gerated. 

Our  scientists  here  are  very  skittish  about  trying  to  compare  this  di- 
sease with  others,  or'  to  predict  the  future.     But,  with  assurance  that  they 
were  talking  just  for  RFD  background,  they  ventured  that  it  might  be  roughly 
comparable  to  foot  rots,,,, and  nothing  like  as  bad  as,  say,  stem  rust  or 
leaf  rust,    Y'ihcre  it  hits  individual  farms  hard  in  a  given  y^ar,  it's  bad, 
very  bad,  of  course.     But,  so  far,  it  has  been  infrequent.     The  last  bad 
year  was  1932,     If  history  repeats,  it  probably  won't  be  much  of  a  problem 
next  yoar,  even  in  the  localities  hit  hardest  this  year* 


US  DA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

Charlotte s  Nc  C,  -  May  31  -  Hugh  E.  Bennett,  Chief,  Soil  Conservation  Serv. , 
speaking  at  Rotary  Club. 


WHAT  ABOUT- FARM  MORTGAGE  DEET  RISE? 


•  A  look  at  the  enciosod  BAE  Farm  Mortgage  Report  (out  this  week)  reveals 
change a  in  the  debt  picture.     During  and  following  the  war, • •  .when  incomes 
were  up,  and  things  to  "buy  were  scarce, ,» .farme rs  put  their  money  into  pay- 
ing off  debts.     Now' that  more  machinery,  cars,. 'and  other  equipment  and  goods 
are  available,  they* re  buying  more' such  things. and  debts  arc  -creeping  up 
again.     In  fact,  January  1,.  farm  mortgage,  debt  was  nearly  5  percent  higher 
than  a  year  earlier.... and  more  than  9  percent  above  January,  1946, 

Talking  for  RFD  background,  BAE  economists  donft  see  anything  disturb- 
ing about  the  upward  trend,  so  far.     In  fact$  farm  mortgage  debt  is  still 
very  low  compared  with  previous  periods,  and  farm  land  value.     The  present 
5  billion-plus  is  only  about  half  of  the  figure  in  1923.     Rather,  if  any 
problem  develops,  itTs  more  likely  to  come  first  on  short  term  debts, . . .rath 
farmers  who  get  overloaded  with  -debt  for  machinery^  etca     The  economists  do 
recommend,  however,  that  farmers  build  up  their  reserves'  through  Government 
bonds  and  bank  deposits 0    Alsoa  they  still  caution  against  paying  over- 
inflated  prices  for  real  estate.    ?ihilc  total  farm  mortgage  debt  may  be  low, 
individual  farmers  can  get  badly  burnt  by,  paying  too  much  -for  a  farm, 

NAVAL  STORES  FARIIERS  FEEL  PINCH 

1    Behind  BAE's  new  annual  report  for  naval  stores  is  a  story  of  a  tight- 
ening situation  for  the  naval  stores  farmers  of  the.  .South, 

Last  year,.,, for.  the  first  time  since  the  war, supplies  of  naval 
stores  products  were  larger  than  the  market  would  take  at  support  levels, 
J'larket  prices  are  currently  running  below  loan  values.     It  looks  like  anoth- 
er year  ahead  of  production  exceeding  demand. .with  the  crop  "riding  pretty 
heavy  on  the  loan"  again  this  year. 

Several  things  arc-,  happening  in  the  naval  stores  industry,     Bfith.  labor 
more  plentiful  again,  U.S.  production  is  recovering  from  its  wartime  cur- 
tailment.    After  some -postwar  recovery,  oxports  'slipped  of f  (although  they 
have  been  climbing  agin  this  year)  because  of  restricted  foreign  exchange 
abroad,  and  recovery  in  production  in  countries  such  as  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
France.     The  heavy  wartime  use  here  at  home  is  slackening  Off,    And  in  1948 
wood -extraction  plants  and  paper  mills  produced  51%  of  total  turpentine  sup- 
plies and  56%  of  rosin, 

DAIRY  INCOMES  DROP  SOME 

The  BAE  economists  think  dairymen  .mil  sell  more  milk  .in  *49  than  in  '48, 
But  in  "The  Dairy  Situation"  (May  28),  they  say  prices  farmers  got  arc  drop- 
ping faster  than  their  costs.     So  dairymen  arc  likely  to  not  somewhat  less 
this  year  than  last.     Prices  of  fluid  milk  are  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago 
,,,,and  aren't  likely  to  drop  much  further  the  rest  of  the  flush  season. 
Butter  consumption  is  running  two-thirds  of  the  1935-39  per  capita, ,, .and 
ico  cream  is  down, .. ©but-  use  of  other .  mo.nufo.ctu red  products  is  record  'high* 
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SOME  ANSWERS  ON  FOOT-AND-MOUTH 

We're  still  running  into  stories  and  questions  that  reflect  consider- 
able confusion  about  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  situation  down  in  Mexico. 
So,  by  way  of  amplification  of  the  piece  in  last  week1 s  RFD  Letter,  we  went 
into  a  huddle  with  Dr,  B,  T.  Simms?  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry; 
Dr,  M,R#  Clarkson,  in  charge  of  Bureau's  Division  of  Inspection  and  Quaran- 
tine; and  J*K«  McClarren,  Bureau  Information  head.  We  put  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing questions  that  we  thought  you  might  like  to  have  answered: 

Q,  How  much  infection  have  you  found  so  far  in  this  latest  flare-up  near  the 
northern  border  of  the  quarantined  zone? 

A,  One  diseased  animal  —  and  one  that  had  been  exposed. 

Q,  "."hat  action  has  the  U.S. -Mexican  foot-and-mouth  commission  taken  concern- 
ing this  outbreak? 

A,  When  this  case  was  discovered  Friday,  May  13,  the  guards  at  the  quarantine 
line  wired  district  headquarters,    A  special  inspection  squad  was  rushed 
in  and  started  to  work  that  same  day.     The  next  morning  field  crews  of 
vaccinators,  appraisers,  etc.,  were  ordered  into  the  area.    By  the  third 
day  (Sunday)  the  infected  and  exposed  animals  had  been  slaughtered.  In 
the  meantime,  vaccine  had  been  flown  in.    And,  by  Sunday. (the  15th),  a 
large-scale  re -vaccination  of  all  cattle  within  50  miles  of  the  new  in- 
fection was  under  way.     Inspection  crews  also  started  intensive  investi- 
gations from  the  point  where  the  diseased  animal  was  found,  outward,,., 
and  from  a  circle  50  miles  from  the  infection,  in  toward  the  center  of 
the  circle, 

Q«  Have  the  crews  found  any  other  evidence  of  the  disease  in  that  50-mile 
radius  ? 

A.  No. 

Q,-How  long  will  you  keep  up  this  intensive  inspection? 

A,  For.    several  weeks  yet,     Then  (assuming  the  crews  find  no  more  infection) 
normal  inspection  and  vaccination  will  be  resumed. 

Q,  Is  this  the  first  time  infection  has  been  found  in  this  area  near  the 
northern  quarantine  line? 

A,  No,     This  same  area  vras  a  hotbed  of  infection  back  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary »    But  this  one  case  was  the  first  one  discovered  there,  or  at  any 
point  in  a  200-mile  belt  south  of  the  quarantine  line,  in  30  days.  This 
individual  case,  however,  was  somewhat  closer  to  the  quarantine  line 
than  any  othe r  previously  discovered, 

Q,  But  no  cases  north  of  the  quarantine  line? 


A,  Emphatically  no}     From  time  to  time,  we  get  reports  or  rumors  of  a  case 


-  5  - 


SOME  ANSWERS '  ON  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  (CONT'D) 

north  of  the  line.     Naturally,  in  those  cases  the  U0 S, -Mexican  forces 
operate  just  as  a  good  fire  department  does.     They  rush  to  the  scone  at 
the  first  alarm.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  always  use  planes  to  get 
there  fast.     So  far,  all  of  those  reports  have  been  "false  alarms?"  They 
have  not  found  a  single  case  of  foot-and-mouth  north. of  the  original 
quarantine  line  set  up  about  two  years  ago0     Neither  have  they  found  a 
single  case  north  of  the  newly-established  lines  as  the  lines  have  been 
moved  southward e 

Q,  Do  you  think  it  will  be  possible  to  move  the  line  farther  south  anytime 
soon? 

A,  No,  not  until  there  is  considerable  improvement  in  the  situation.     The  line 
is  at  a  strategic  point  where  the. 120-mile  fence,  and  natural  barriers, 
help  prevent  northward  movement  of.  cattle".    Moreover,  it  is  at  a  natural 
dividing  line,,, « for  the  normal  northward  and  southward  movement  of  cat- 
tle to  markets  in  Mexico,     It's  a  good  point  to  hold  a  line, 

Q,  How  much  disease  is  there  south  of  the  northern  quarantine  line  compared 
with  two  years. ago? 

A,  Tremendously  less  disease.    But  not  near  all  of  the  reduction  is  due  to 
our  (U.S.  and  Mexican)  control  program.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  foot-and- 
mouth,,,,,  just  as  many  other  human  and  animal  diseases, ,, .tends  to  run  in 
cycles.     Years  ago,  driving  over  the  Ytfest5  you,d~  see  jack  rabbits  as 
thick  as  flocks  of  sheep,    A  year  or  so  later  you  might  drive  miles  and 
not  see  a  single  rabbit.    Apparently,  disease  caused  the  ups  and  downs. 
We  had  the  same  type  of  cycles  in  hog  cholera  before  the  general  use  of 
vaccine.     The  scone  holds  true  with  foot-and-mouth,.    When  we  started  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  the  disease  was  running  through  herds  in  the  quar- 
antined area  like  fire  in  a  hay  barn.     The  disease  is  now  at  a  low  point 
in  the  cycle.    We're  taking  advantage  of  this  natural  lull,  with  the  hope 
that  we  can  stamp  out  the  infection  before  the  upturn  in  the  cycle, 

Q,  How  long  do  those  foot-and-mouth  cycles  run? 

A,  About  5  years.    The  disease  simmers  along,  with  spasmodic  outbreaks  dur- 
ing the  natural  lulls,  ? 

Q,  Then,  if  nature  took  her  course,  you  might  expect  another  big  upsurge  in 
Mexico  about  1952? 

A,  Yes,  unless  vre're  successful  in  stamping  out  the  disease  in  the  meantime, 

Q,  How  many  infected  animals  have  been  slaughtered  in  recent  months? 

A,  Since  the  first  of  January,  6,017, 

Q,  Do  you  still  think  vaccination  is  effective? 

A,  Yes',  as  wc!ve  said  before,  it  gives  considerable  protection  for  short 


SOME  MSWEES  ON  FOOT -AMD-MOUTH  ( CONT  *D ) 

periods  --  perhaps  4  months,  as  an  average,  But,  along  with  it  must  go 
slaughter  of  infected  animals,  strict  quarantine,  inspection,  disinfec- 
tion. 

Q,  How  is  the  vaccination  progressing? 

A.  The  crews  are  now  vaccinating  about  125,000  animals  a  day.  In  two  of 
the  9  districts,  the  crews  are  just  finishing  the  first  round  of  vac- 
cination of  all  animals,     Other  districts  arc  making  rapid  headway. 

JUNE  4  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Homo  Hour  —  1:00  EDT:     1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken 

Gapon,  2)  "Bettor  Beef  for  Grassland  Agriculture,"  Dr,  H.H.  Stonakcr, 
Colorado  A  &  M;  and  Dr,   J,RS  Qucsenbcrry,  USDA,  Miles  City,  Mont,, 
from  Denver, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:  1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds;  2)  "Salute  to  National  Dairy  Month,"  from  University  of 
Minnesota, 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EDT:     1)  "The  Four-Footed  Milk  Fac- 
tory," T,  Swann  Harding,  USDA;  2)  "Long  Island  Ducklings  —  and  New 
Castle  Disease,"  Ted  Hanna,  CBS,  N.Y.  ;  3)  "Montgomery  County  Co-op 
Center,"  Arthur  Durfce,  U,  of  led,;  4)  "Juno  Brides  on  the  Farm," 
Virginia  Tatum,  CBS;  5)  "Report  on  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers,"  in  session  at. Ontario 
Agricultural  College* 

SEE  YOUR  STATE  RMA  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  ■ 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  get  information  about  developments,  plans,  pol- 
icies under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  program  is  to  talk  with  members 
of  RMA  advisory  committees  from  your  locality. 

Some  weeks  ago,,  we  sent  you  a  directory  giving  the  membership  of  tho 
committees. , .and  also  a  State  by  State  listing  of  these  members.    When  you 
got  a  story  about  RMA  committee  meetings. ...  or  committee  reports, ,, .you 
might  check  your  directory  for  committee  members  from  your  territory  who 
can  give  you  further  localized  fill-in, 

FOREIGN  VISITORS 


J, G,  Churchward,  Research  Chief 
Anglo -Dutch  Plantations 
Socbang,  Java 


Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  at: 
East  Lansing,  June  8;  Urbana 5  13; 
Lafayotte,  17;  Amoa#  20;  Lincoln.  27, 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Pi  c  tu  ro  St  or;/  of  Boltsvillo 

Service  has  just  put  out  Picture  Story  No.  64,  "Nov;  Typos  of  Live- 


stock and  Poultry  Shown  at  Agricultural  Research  Center."     It's  a  one-page 
disolay  of  12  pictures  available  from  Press  Service,  including  those  taken 
with  the  RFD's  during  the  session  here  early  this  month.     For  example,  Jesse 
Buffum  of  mm  and  Charley  Eschbach  of  PMA  examining  very  professionally  some 
of  the  dairy  (domestic  and  Sindhi)  stock. .Tom  Page  of  fJEBO  and  C-corge  Zeiss 
of  m&B  taunting  the  bees... .and  other  pictures  of  pigs,  goats,  poultry, 
Karakuls  taken  rath  farm  paper  editors,     ifc'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
this  picture-story  flier.     Glossy  prints  are  available  of  any  01  the  pictures 
that  might  strike  your  fancy. 

V[GY-TRGB  Holds  Planning  Meeting 

Lucile  Holmes  of  REA  dropped  by  to  tell  us  about  last  wcokfS  semi-annual 
radio-TV  planning  session  at  rfGY-WRGB  in  Schenectady.    RFD  Bill  Givcns  had 
in  representatives  of  various  cooperating  organizations  —  folks  from  Cornell, 
USDA,  State  Bankers'  Association,  etc.     Following  a  dinner  for  the  group 
Tuesday  night,  he  put  on  his  weekly  15-ninute  TV  show  -  a  demonstration  01 
packing  a  men's  suitcase a 

Durnig  the  Wednesday  radio-TV  planning  session,  the  cooperating  agencies 
expressed  interest  in  trying  to  get  at  rural  peopled  opinions  about  TV  shows. 
Bill  passed  out  a  TV  program  score  card  developed  by  Dana  Reynolds  and  May- 
nard  Speece  of  our  shop,  largely  for  use  by  those  putting  on  shows,  profes- 
sional agricultural  and  homemaking  people,  and  others,  in  analyzing  televi- 
sion shows.     Some  of  the  agencies  indicated  intention  of  preparing  a  simpli- 
fied version  of  this  score  card  for  use  for  farm  people. 

(Note:    He'll  be  glad  to  send  a  copy  of  this  score  card  to  any  of  you 
who  are  interested.) 


'   Praver  for  Mai  Hens  en 


RFD  Mai  Hansen  of  "TOVj  in  Omaha  is  tentatively  scheduled  to  do  a  15-minute 
television  show,  6  days  a  week. ...  starting  sometime  this  sunmor.     Time :  be- 
tween 12  and  1  o'clock.     He  says  he  is  giving  serious  consideration  to  the 
"use  of  weather.,  a  short  summary  on  markets,,  and  then  a  farm  feature  jo  bo 
mcde  on  film  somewhere  in  our  rural  audience."    Among  his  questions,  Will 
you  hold  a  prayer  meeting  for  me  when  I  start  it?"    So,  for  thee  wc  pray, 
Mai.     But  congratulations  and  good  luck. 


Radio-TV  Tips 

To  our  desk  have  come  copies  of  Minnesota's  "Reaching  Rural  People  with 
Information  Tools."    This  well-written  house  organ  on  information  carries  a 
section  with  radio  &  TV  news,  as  well  as  practical  tips  en  equipment  and 
techniques. 


AMONG  OURSELVES  (CQIIT'D) 


List  of  Radio  cuid  TV  Books 

The  Office  of  Education  has  pulled  together  a  useful^  convenient,  "Radio 
and  Television  Bibliography,"    Those  of  you  facing  TV  will  bo  especially  in- 
terested in  the  tv.ro  dozen  references  on  writing,  production,  and  other  phases 
of  TV.     The  bibliography  also  contains  an  extensive  list  of  books  on  broo.d- 
ca sting  techniques  and  script  writing.    We  can  get  up  to  a  couple  of  dozen 
free  copies  of  this  bibliography,  ■  So  the  first  two  dozen  of  you  who  write 
to  us  can  get  a  copy  free.     Beyond  that,  We'll,  have  to  refer  you  to  the  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office  here  in  Washington  at  15/  a  copy. 

Cordially, 

r 

Kenneth  M»  Gap en 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosures : 


OFAR  Press  Release,  "Rains  Help  European  Crops 
State  Agricultural  Department  end  Marketing  Agencies 
Farm  Mortgage  Debt  Shows  Substantial  Rise  in  *48 
Stati s ti  c al  Summary 

The  Consumer's  State  in  Agricultural  Research,  E,A,  Meyer 
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